History PARRAMATTA

Swoosh...Swoosh...Swoosh

...enemy shells going overhead, fired from

a submarine off the coast.

The date is 8th June, 1942,
A gun flashed out at sea. The shell missed

the Observation Post and exploded in Parnell
Place, Newcastle. Fort Scratchley’s two 6-inch

guns returned the fire. Around twenty-four
rounds were fired this night.

The bombarding vessel was identified as
Submarine I-21. It had a surface speed of
23.6 knots, mounted one 5.5-inch gun and
six 21-inch torpedo tubes and equipped to
carry a sea-plane.

This was the first time Australian land
defences engaged a Japanese submarine
and are the only coastal guns in New South
Wales ever used in combat.

Fort Scratchley has concluded its role as a
guardian of our shores, and is now part of
the National Estate and of our history.

Newcastle is located two hours north of
Sydney and is a picturesque city with many
tourist sites. Fort Scratchley can be found
off Nobbys Road, Newcastle East NSW 2300,
right near the iconic Nobbys headland.
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Silent stealth

121 was one of twenty fast long-range
B1 class submarines of the Impenél
Japaness Navy B1 submarines ook
a heavy toll of merchant shipping In
the Soulh Pagific and 1-21 was the
most successful Lo operate in
Australian waters.

On the Bth of June 1942, at 0217 hours.
1.21 surfaced in Stockton Bight 2nd
under the cover of darkness. opened
fire with its deck gun.

For sixieen minutes 121 shelled
Newcastle's industrial and commercial
areas as well as Fort Scratchley:
Commander Malsomura’s prime
{argels were the Stale Dockyards

and BHP Steelworks

e e

r"""---_"'""-lil-—F—n-.—|—|-|.-....|-|,..
a e il

inch b'ree_c.lz loading gun at Fort

st earler

N’

———

Scratchley

NEWCASTLE

SYDNEY, BLUE MOUNTAINS & CENTRAL WEST

SEPTEMBER 2021

19




"ORT SCRATCHLEY

Open 10am - 4pm
Closed Tuesdays

Fort Scratchley Historic Site

Use of this facility may be hazardous
Please take care

P009e29

Ststsbosrds Smoking  Dogs Rein

" www.fortscratchley.com.au ™

Below: Disappearing Muzzle Loading Gun method

Step back in time for a seafaring tradition 8 inch B.L. Gun on Hydro - Pacumatic Mousting (Elwick)
Gun in Loading Position

Fort Scratchley has reinstated the time
honoured seafaring tradition of firing a gun
at 1pm to coincide with the Customs House
time ball drop.

The time ball and gun firing at precisely 1Tpm
was used in ports around the world in the
19th century to allow sea captains to adjust
their navigation instruments.

Newcastle is one of the very few ports that |
has the capability of firing a gun in tandem ““-L T P Mo
with the drop of a time ball. s R

Guided tours are led by Fort Scratchley
Historical Society volunteers with a wealth of
knowledge about the site.
www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/fort-scratchley

The benefit of belonging to Parramatta &
District Historical Society is the opportunity
to experience tours of historic places.

Further reading: www.convicttrail.org
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Passage to Gun Magazine deep inside the Fort
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